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Tie Honorablo Hash Grog? 
Governor of “ow Dampsnire 
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Sencora, New Eanpshire 
Dear Covernor Cregs: 


You heve inquired as to your authority to opca that 
part of the woodlends locatcd within this state end which compriso 
tho Tational Forests belonging to the United States, Please ba 
advised that in uy epinion this euthority is in the Governor end 
Council by necoscary. implication. 


Re Leg Co 3p Se 7, provides thet the state shall rotain 
concurrent juricdiction with the United States as to the white 
Mountein National Forest in toth civil end criminal matters. This 

wicdicticn is fasthor verificd by tho provisions of U.S.C.4., 
Mtlo 16, s. S90, “nich (cpomzing of National Forests) provides that 
jurisdiction, both eivil eni crininal, over persons vithin ational 
‘ovesso 4s not atfceted by reason of their exisicnco and that states 
sholl not lose thofr Jurisdictioa by virtue of thair creation. 


ews 1949, c. 70, auenling 2. L., c. 33, spocifically 
provides that the Governor end Council ney close tho woods ". . . in 
euy or all ports of the state for such tino as they may designate", 
This broad forestry control provision furthor extends the proclanie= 
tion powers undcos R, Le, c. Cul, o. 29, which rofors to env or nih 


of the uwsadiorcs of the stote ani decals with fish and gano. 


The pover to cloce carries vith it as a nocessary corollary 
the pevor to reopen. Tho mere fact that your original proclamation 
did not (and obviously could not) designate a specific period of tim 
for the closure dogs not operate to alter your powcr to reopen, 
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The Honorable Hush Grers ew 2, 


Yurthornoro, 46 48 not bolieved thet fcdcral officials 
could proporly terminate your civil action in closing the woods 
within tho National Forests, and therefore you are respectfully 
edvised that it 48 up to you to ezr when these woods (as well as 
the rest of tho woodlands in low [amupshire) shall be reopened, and 
not properly a function of fedcrel officials. 


Respectfully, 


Louis C, Wyman 
Attornoy Goneral 
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